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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Essays

More Explanation on Kornj and ganj

F. Mojiabayee
This paper provides more explanation on the difference between the words konj and
ganj, as discussed in issue 46. In a line from the introduction of the story of Rostam
and Sohrab in The Shahnameh, Ferdowsi says: agar tondbadi bar ayad ze konj/ be
khak afkanad nareside toranj (traditionally translated as: A strong wind arising
from the corner will cast green citrons at dust). A disciple of Asadi Toosi, who
scribed and helped with the compilation of the Persian dictionary Logat-e Fors -
4 did not understand the meaning of the word ganj (heavenly treasures) in the
above line and interpreted it as konj (corner), giving the line as an example of its
usage. The writer provides ample evidence from a number of sources including
Persian and Pahlavi literature, the Qur'an i3, the Old Testament, the writings of
Jews and Christians, and the oral tradition of Persian speakers, showing that in the
Old Persia and the early centuries of post-Islamic Iran, and even today, the people
believed in heavenly treasures, or ganj, hence the appearance of the word in the
poems of Ferdowsi, Nezami, Khaghani and Sa'di. Besdies, the writer argues, the
word konj cannot be syntactically justified in the above line since it is neither
definite, nor indefinite. Nor is it a generic noun.

Bewildered Before God

Nasrollah Pourjavady
In classical Sufism bewilderment is a mystical state that is experienced while the
Sufis is in the station of gnosis (ma'rifah). While some Sufis believed that this
experience takes place at the initial stage of gnosis, others said that it is experienced
at the end. Dhu'n-Nun the Egyptian (d. 245/859 or 248/861) distinguished between
two kinds of bewilderment, one which happened at the beginning of gnosis, which is
called tahayyur, and the other at the end of gnosis, which is called hayrah. This
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saying led Abu Bakr Gulabadhi, commonly known as Kalabadhi (d. 385/ 995), the
author of Kitab at-Ta arruf, and his student Mustamli of Bukhara (d. 434/ 1043), the
commentator of this work, to explain that the first bewilderment happens while the
mystic is in the state of knowing God's acts, while the second one happens when he
transcends all the stages of gnosis and begins to experience the knowledge of God
Himself. Though this precise distinction has not been observed by other Sufi writers,
a similar distinction, not unrelated to the distinction mentioned by Gulabadhi and
Mustamli, was made between two types of bewilderment, one which happens in the
station of gnosis, when the mystic feels he has lost all the knowledge of God that he
once had, and another which happens in general when the mystic is utterly
perplexed about his own acts towards God. There are a number of anecdotes which
illustrates this last perplexity, one of them being the story of Abu Bakr Shibli
(d. 334/ 945) who stood up and performed his daily prayer, but after that, he
wondered whether or not he should have made the prayer in the first place.
Bewilderment is mentioned differently in love mysticism. In his Mathnawi, Rumi
borrows an allegory from Mustamli whereby mystics do not swim in the Ocean to
reach God, but rather ride on a ship of love. Swimming, according to Rumi, is clever
thinking and fantasy, while riding on a boat is contemplation, which is associated
with bewilderment. In love poetry, bewilderment usually happens before the lover
attains union with the beloved, when the lover sees the beloved and contemplates
the amazing and infinite beauty of the beloved's countenance.

Truth and Falsity of Mystic Tales

A. Khazaee Farid
The question of truth and falsity of mystic tales has never been evident. In addition
to the writers of biographies of Sufis, who did believe in the truth of mystic tales, a
great number of people believed that such tales, because they were attributed to
Sufis, were true and not a blend of reality and fantasy, no matter how fantastic and
irrational they appear to be. Both in the past and at present, there have been rational
and mystically oriented minds. In this paper, the writer first defines the mystic tale
as a genre in its own right, distinguishing it from two other genres: the symbolic tale
and the mystic experience. Then he classifies the mystic tales in terms of their
probability of truth and falsity. The aim is to show where such stories stand from a
historical-critical perspective and what were the motives behind making such
stories.
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A Way toward a Prosperous End

K. Kamali SArRVESTANI
Sa'di is a poet with a unique style and world view. This could be traced in all his
works including his odes. In Persian Poetry, the ode is closely associated with
eulogy. In this paper, the writer first examines the odes written before and after
Sa'di in order to show, from an ethical perspective, the differences between Sa'di
and other poets. The writer concludes that for Sa'di, writing odes was an apportunity
to express his political, social and ethical points of view on the one hand and to give
advice to the rulers on the other.

A Study of the Prosodic Structure of Hossein Monzavi’s Sonnets

M. Firouzian
This paper examines the prosody of and classifies 425 sonnets of Hossein Monzavi
told in 60 various meters. The writer has determined the number of sonnets written
in each meter based on the numbers given to his poems in his collection of poetry.
The writer has also explained the poet's prosodic innovations, his use of novel or
infrequent meters, his deviations of meters and norms, etc.

Iranian Studies

The trading function of Rustam and other heroes of the Indo-European’s
warrior class

B. Mokhrarian
The symbols used in The Shahnameh represent a long-standing tradition of ancient
beliefs rooted in Iranian myths. To understand these symbols, we need to participate
in the truths to which these symbols refer and which were formed in ancient
societies based on social structures. One successful way to do so is to use the new
comparative mythology method developed based on Georges Dum ézil's research, a
method which helps us discover the ancient structure of these societies as well as the
interaction of the classes within each society through a comparative study of the
unchanging and repetitive structure of the myths of Indo-European nations. In this
paper, the writer discusses trade as practiced by divine heroes of the warrior class of
Indo-European nations as an action emerging from the social and economic
conditions of Indo-European male societies. To this end, the writer shows this
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symbolic function in the acts of divine heroes of Indo-European warrior classes such
as Rudra, Wodan, Hercules and the Iranian Rustam.

The Academy

A Critical Discourse Analysis of Trade Names Used in Advertisements

Z. Abolhasani
The trade name used in an advertisement is more important than the content of the
advertisement itself. This is because the trade name, having a concise linguistic
structure, has the potential to stay in the mind of the audience. In this paper, the
writer examines, from a critical discourse perspective, the trade names of foreign
and domestic goods and services and shows, based on their frequency of use, the
various strategies used to employ them. The writer also shows that the effect of the
advertisement will be strongest when it goes beyond providing mere information to
employ the emotional and the cultural.
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