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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Essays
The Promotion of Education in Central Asia and Its Impact on Tajik Literature

A.A. Bovand Shahriari
In the second half of the 19th century, the Russian Empire invaded Central Asia.
This, eventually, led to cultural retrogression in the region. However, in 1870s a new
era was ushered in.

Ahmad Danesh (1827-1897), the Bukharian scholar, and his adherents soon
realized the need to revise the socio-political structure of their society. The works of
Danesh, especially his Nawader al-Vaqaye', had a great impact on the promotion
and development of Persian-Tajik literature. The fact is evidently reflected in the
content, form and the poetical expression of the modern Tajik literature. This could
be regarded as one of the most progressive movements in Muslim countries which
made a significant contribution to the development of cultural and socio-political
relations in the region.

The present paper aims to analyze the impact of this movement as a platform for

literary exchange on Persian-Tajik literature.
Hossein Kharazmi’s Divan and Its Manuscripts

M. Ghafourian

H.Taheri & Gh. Ansari

Hossein Kharazmi's Divan is considered to be a significant poetical work in Persian

mystical poetry. However, for years, it was erroneously attributed to Mansour
Hallaj.

This article presents the new complete version of then Divan that includes a

newly found mathnawi (couplet poem) by the author. The Critical Edition of the

Divan which has been prepared based on four early manuscripts is the most
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Summary of Articles

comprehensive and authentic edition of the poetical works of Kharazmi. This
research follows the principles of critical edition, with particular attention to poet's
mentality and ethnicity, linguistic features, and the relevant aspects of orthography

and codicology.

Reviews

The Origin of the Proverb ‘‘barg-e sabz-ist tohfe-ye darvish’’

|A Green Leaf from a Dervish]

J. Mousavi
This paper investigates the origin of the Persian proverb “A Green Leaf from a
Dervish™, and the concept of “Green Leaf™ in this proverb.

In this research we explore the concept and origin of “Green Leaf™ based on
descriptive-analytical approach in the biographies and itineraries of the Safavid
period. It is believed that “Green Leaf™ in this proverb refers to hashish (cannabis).
The findings of this study indicates that “Green Leaf™ does not refer to hashish
(cannabis), but it refers to any actual green or leafy part of a plant or the herbs given
by Dervishes to people as an offering to encourage them to give alms to the poor and
needy dervishes. The behaviour was common among Dervishes, specifically in the

Safavid era.

An Overview on the Edition of Tamhiddt after Half a Century
T. Pournamdarian
M. Hafizi
Tamhidat is an old Persian text that fluently expresses the most sophisticated
mystical issues through poetry. However, the earlier critical edition of the book
suffers from shortcomings that somehow make the comprehension of the text
difficult, and, because of lack of access to the authentic original manuscripts, it is
often inaccurate in the supposedly factual information it contains.
This article is an attempt to clarify parts of the obscurities of the text by
explaining some vague points which are most likely the result of misreading,

misapprehension of mystical concepts, and the metrical imprecision.
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Iranian Studies

The Importance of the Shdahndmeh’s Account of the Fall of the Hephthalites
F. Ghafouri
The early Islamic sources generally focus on two accounts about the fall of the
Hephthalites: 1) the Hephthalite Empire was overthrown by the Iranian army; 2) the
Turks destroyed the Hephthalite Empire. Meanwhile, most scholars believe that the
Turks and the Persians allied against the Hephthalites.
However, Tabari's report on the fall of the Hephthalites confirms the
Shahnameh's account of the overthrown of the Hephthalite Empire only by the
Turks. The evidence from Byzantine sources, too, confirms the accuracy of this

account.

Selections from the Past

A Persian Marriage Certificate Pertaining to the Mozaffari Era

A. MEesrian
An illuminated Qajar marriage certificate between Haji Farajollah Tajer, son of Haji
Abdolsamad Tajer to Ma'sumeh Khanom, daughter of Haji Nasrollah Tajer. The
dowry listed as 255 Tomans, a notable sum for the day. [Persia] dated Thursday,
19th Dhu'l-Hajja, 1320 AH /19th March, 1903 AD, [in the reign of Muzaffar al-Din
Shah (1896-1907)].

Persian and Arabic manuscript, on cream-coloured paper, executed in the form
of booklet, 6 folios (10 illuminated pages), first and last pages left blank, outer
borders with panels containing 12 seal impressions and signatures of the witnesses.
Main body of the document consisting of 47 lines of nasta’lig, shekaste nasta’liq,
and thuluth scripts in black ink, selected Qu¥ anic verses and Hadith, certain Arabic
words with diacritics and vowel points, finely illuminated border decoration with
arabesques and vegetal motifs in gold and some colours, creased and severely worn
with tears and losses in the headpiece.

Dimensions: 25 by 16 cm (9.85 by 6.30 in.)

The document contains a “Conveyance ” (mosalehe-name) in the last blank page
consisting of 17 lines of shekaste nasta’liq script in black ink, containing 5 seal
impressions, [Persia] dated 18th Jumada al-awwal, 1331 AH /25 April, 1913 AD, [in
the reign of Ahmad Shah Qajar (1909-1925)].
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