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Essays

A Greek Word in Vandidad: From ‘asxara and askara
to askar and laskar

F. Mojabai
The history and etymology of the word laskar and its cognates have been subject to
scrutiny by a number of Western linguists such as Fredrick Muller and Theodore
Noldeke, none of which is, from phonological and word-historical point of view,
satisfactory. A fresh enquiry into the lexicological background of the words asxara
and ‘askara and also the words ‘askar and laskar reveals certain affinities between
the term attested in Vandidad and the words in Syriac, Latin and Arabic sources.
This observation makes it possible to conclude that the Latin ascaril, the Syriac
‘askarta and the Arabic ‘askar are loan-words from the Avestan and the Pahlavi
skarya, both of which in turn come from the Greek eschara. As for the Persian
laskar, it seems that it is a Persianized version of the Arabic al-‘askar, the definite
article al-in the original Arabic incorporated into the base structure of the unit.

A Note on the Tarikhe Beyhaqi: The Case of Hasanak’s Pilgrimage

A. Nahvi
According to the historical sources, Hasan Ibn Mohammad Mikali, better known as
Hasanak, the vizier of Ghaznavid Sultan Mahmud, made a pilgrimage journey to
Macca in the year 414/1023. On his return trip he received gifts from the Fatimid
Caliph, ‘Ali Al-Zahir. This incident was used as a pretext for him to be condemned
to death during the reign of Sultan Mas'ud on a charge of allegiance to the Fatimid
Caliphate. In the present paper, the author embarks on a fresh investigation on the
subject and based on the material hitherto neglected by the historians of the period,
he argues that before Hasanak received gifts from the Fatimid Caliph, he himself
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had sent gifts to him. If this account is true, then it exhibits clear evidence that most
possibly he was an adherent and a follower of that religious-political orientation.
Thus, his attribution to Fatimids was not in fact baseless.

Beats in the Persian Folk Poetry

O. Tabibzadeh
Metrical typology, according to some Western linguists, classifies the meters of all
poetic structures across the world in two general categories: 1) isochronos (meters
based on temporal equivalences); 2) prosodic (meters bases on linguistic features).
A close investigation reveals that it also applies to the metrics of New Persian
poetry: the meters in the Persian folk poetry fall into the first category, and the
meters in the classical Persian poetry fall into the second. The present article
explores this finding by providing a relatively detailed account of meters in the
Persian folk poetry from the point of view of isochronos, temporal aspect.
Accordingly, these meters are syllabic-accentual and every line (mesra') is,
virtually, a musical sentence consisting of mostly two composite measures (or
colons), each measure (or colon) containing six musical (or linguistic) units which is
made up of notes/syllables and rests/caesuras. In the poetic structures of this kind,
the temporal value of a rest or a caesura is equal to a note or a syllable; that is, if the
duration of a notein a line is equal to one quaver, then the value of all other units in
that line will predominantly be equal to one quaver. Hence, the rthythm of Persian
folk poetry will always be a fraction in which the value of the numerator is equal to
6 and the value of its denominator would depend on the speed with which it is
played or recited. The article also deals with kinds of beats and metrical patterns of
the meter under consideration.

A Note on the Misconception Concerning Daqiqi’s ‘‘Ill Nature”’

A. Kharibi
According to Ferdowsi, in his Prelude to the Shahnameh, a young poet called
Dagqiqi pioneered him in the task of setting into verse the prose text of Shahnameh
of Abu Mansur, commissioned by the Samanid ruler Nuh Ibn Mansur (reigned
365/976-387/999). But his youth was tainted with “ill nature’’, and in consequence
of that “ill nature’’, he was soon murdered by the hand of a ‘slave’, and the
composition of the book of kings was left unfinished. The authors of a number of
prefaces to the manuscripts of the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi from the ninth/sixteenth
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century onwards interpreted Daqiqi's “ill nature’’ as a habit of pederasty. The
interpretation was largely accepted by the scholars of Shahnameh studies such as
Noldeke, Jule Mohl, Seyyed Hasan Taqgizadeh and Mohammad Amin Riyahi. The
present paper attempts to clarify this misconception by arguing that Daqiqi's “ill
nature’’ could in no way be interpreted as his habit of pederasty but simply as

wickedness, ill temper, abuse, maliciousness, meanness, hot temper and anger.

Sohravardi and the Ancient Iranian Theosophy

O. Behbehani
T. Banaiyan Sefid

Shahab al-Din Sohravardi (549/1155-587/1191), one of the most influential figures
in the history of Islamic thought, was the founder of a school he called Hekmat
al-Esraq, “Philosophy of Illumination’’ (or “ Theosophy of Illumination’). In his
short span of intellectual life, he wrote a great many treatises, among them his
masterpiece that bore the same title as the school he established. In this book,
Sohravardi formulated his vast theosophical system using a synthesis of Islamic and
Greek philosophical concepts and the ancient Iranian theosophic elements and ideas
consisting of archetypal themes, symbols, metaphors and mythological deities and
entities. Also He based his observation and argument on, again, a synthetic
methodology that included logical demonstration, intuitive contemplation, mystical
perception and vision. Thus conceived, in Sohravardi's universe, Light is the essence
of all existence while in substance it consists of ever-changing degrees of light
above and darkness below. Hence, he guides his followers to deliver the “self’’from
the darkness below and rise to the realm of light above and ultimately unite with the
divine essence. The present article retraces a number of Sohravardi's ancient Iranian
theosophic elements to their original sources like Avesta and Bundahisn.

Iranian Studies

Camus The Name of Moabite Deity in Iranian Languages and Dialects

L. Askari
Citing the linguistic evidence in Iranian languages and dialects, the present article
traces the word camus, attested in the Persian lexicon as an adjective meaning
“kicking, haughty, defiant’’(predominantly used for horses and mules), back to its
origin in the biblical world and the cultural history of a Semitic people called
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Moabite, and identifies it with the name of their chief deity. This is a good example,
the author points out, that how, throughout the history of a language, certain
loanwords continue to hold on to their essential conceptual function, detached from
the since disappeared original cultural context that introduced them into that
language in the first place. Thus, it is possible to discover a long forgotten cultural
contact by way of tracing the history of a loanword.
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