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— Cher ami compatriote, pourquoi nous a-t-on placés ici? J’ai beau me creuser la téte pendant de
longues heures. Je ne trouve absolument rien, ni de positif. ni de négatif, absolument. N’est-ce
pas bien comique que je sois pris moi, jeune diplomé, issu de bonne famille, pour...un criminel et

quon me traite comme le dernier venu?
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Die Suchenden der Biicher der Weltbegebenheiten, die Wissenden des Inhalts der
Bléatter der Zeiten, die Kunde-Einziehenden von der Mine der Regionen, die
Probegebenden der Verdnderungen der Monate und Aeonen (Gott umfasse sie alle
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Sicherheitspass, war im Hareme der Ruhe sicher gestellt und beneidet von allen
Sultanen der Welt. Ihre Hauser und Gebédude sprachen heimlich mit dem Aether
ihrer Umgegend und mit edenischen Gérten in Anmuth in stiter, die mannigfaltigen

Gnaden, der verlockendsten Geniisse Honigfladen erstaunten die Vernunft.
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SUMMARY OF ARTICLES

Essays

Importance of diglossia for writing novels, recording dialects and history

K. Shahpar Rad & A. Hosseinzadeh
Diglossia refers to a situation where two varieties of a language exist alongside each
other in a single society. According to linguists, each variety has its own functions, a
‘high’ prestigious variety which has a written tradition, and a ‘low’ or colloquial one.
Writing a novel provides a situation where diglossia becomes relevant, and that
happens when the writer wishes to record conversations of low variety the way they
are uttered in reality. No novelist would wish to avoid diglossia by using the wrong
variety in the wrong situation as the novel would sound unrealistic in its depiction of
characters. The use of diglossia helps create defamiliarization by reflecting dialects.
It also enables the novelist to reflect humor of low variety. In general, diglossia
makes it possible for the novelist to, in addition to the narrator's language which is
normally a formal one, reflect other languages spoken in a particular time in a
society, thus promoting the novel to a historical and anthropological document.

Properties of gold: Two proverbs expressing the same idea

H. Khatamipoor
A study of shared ideas in literature is a culturally important task as it reveals the
history of an idea as it has changed across time and cultures. Most of these ideas are
rooted in ancient beliefs and some represent the superstitions of a people in distant
past. The present study examines the ancient belief that gold begets courage. To do
so, we have compared two proverbs that express this belief: one taken from Kalileh
va Demneh and the other one from Makhzan Al-Asrar. Finally, we have examined
the ancient beliefs about the properties of gold.

Radif in Persian Poetry

A. Modarres Zadeh
In Persian poetry, radif is a rule which states that the second line of all the couplets
must end with the same word/s. The purpose of this paper is to present a report of the
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characteristics and applications of a dictionary being compiled. The aim of this
dictionary is to provide a list of all the words, verbs or nouns or prepositions, used as
radif in Persian poetry. The dictionary, the writer argues, has many advantages. For
example, it makes it possible for the researcher to identify the innovative poets who
have creatively used words as radif as well as those who have imitated them. It also
makes it possible to show that in various schools of Persian poetry, nouns and even
verbs are not used the same way as radif. To compile this dictionary, 300 divans of
poetry, from the Samanid era to the present time, have been selected as the corpus of
the project.

Rereading the Story of Borzuyeh, the Physician

Sh. Taghi
In the book Kalileh and Demneh, there are three different stories which tell the
story of Borzuyeh's life. One of these stories was written before Islam while the
other two were added to the book after Islam. The purpose of this article is to
establish which one of these three stories is the authentic one. The writer shows that
the fictional account of Borzuyeh's life is the authentic tale, which was composed by
the alleged chief secretary Bozorgmehr. This very tale, the writer shows, has been
neglected by many researchers of Kalileh and Demneh for its fictional nature. To
examine the authenticity of the tale, the writer uses a comparative method based on
internal and external textual evidence. The writer makes an attempt to show that the
content, motif and symbolism employed in the allegorical tale of Borzuyeh's life is
in agreement with the complete text and philosophy of the book. Moreover, the
writer argues that this kind of allegorical history-writing was in line with the
oral-written tradition of historiography at the Sassanid's era.

The German translation of Tarikh-i Vassaf, Serving as a cultural bridge

N. Haghani & P. Sohrabi
Of the books written in Persian on the history of Il-khanate Mughal government in
Iran, Tarikh-i Vassaf has won the greatest attention of literary scholars and
historians. This is because of the book's rhymed prose and use of Arabic phrases.
The translation of the book into German in 1856 by Von Hammer-Purgstall
functioned as a bridge between the German and Persian culture and literature.
However, the flowery and obstruse style of the translation arose sever criticicsm.
Since the book reflects the historical, cultral and literary peculiarities of Iran, and
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that the translation of such texts requires a close rendering of such culture-bound
items, the present study seeks to explore these peculiarities in both the original and
the translation in terms both of form and content.

Iranian Studies

Kar Jahan Gos or Gar Cahar Gos?
A Proposal on the correction of a pace name in the Ferdowsi's Shahnameh

Ch. Mowlaee
The name of the residence of Fereydoon has been variously in the manuscripts of the
Shahnameh as “kaz jahan gos’’, “kar jahan gos’’ or “kaz jahan kos’’. This has
caused disagreements among scholars on the correct writing of the name. In the
present article, the writer shows that all these variants are corrupted forms of the
name of a land whose earliest appearance is found in the Avestan texts as
varana-caOru.gaosa- “(the land of) four-cornered or four-eared Varona’’, which is
assumed to be the birthplace of Fereydoon. The developed form of this land name
was mentioned in certian Pahlavi works such as Bundahishn as War 1 cahar-gos. On
the basis of some good evidence, this name, the writer concludes, was mentioned in
the lost Pahlavi Xwaday-Namag as War 1 cahar-gos. The latter form, in the writer's
opinion, with another phonetic development (change of “wa’’ to “ga’’ in the
bedinning of the words in New Persian) entered Abu Mansur1's Shahnameh as “ gar
1 cahar-gos’’, and then Ferdowsl's work; but later, the writing of “gar cahar-gus”’,
because it was unknown to the scribes, was changed to “kaz jahan gos’’, “ kaz jahan
gos’’ and “kaz jahan kos’.

The Academy

The morphological structure of the compound words used in the Shahnameh

N. Parvizi
The present study presents an analysis of the morphological structure of the
compound words used in the Shahnameh. To do so, all the compound words used in
the Moscow edition have been extracted and tagged with the story name, page
number, line number as well as the grammatical category to which they belong. To
present a grammatical analysis of each compound word, we have first identified the
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type of the compound and then each word has been divided into two main
constituents and, when applicable, one middle element. Next, the grammatical
category of each constituent is identified and the compound words, based on their
two or three grammatical categories, have been analyzed and their grammatical
structures and the types of their relations to each other have been identified. Finally,
the morphological structure of each group of compound words has been identified
and illustrated with sentences from the book.
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