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The Markers of the Locative Case and
Their Syntactic Word Order in the Declension
of the Noun in Modern Balochi

Mousa Mahmoudzahi

In Old Iranian languages, nouns were declined in eight cases nominative,
accusative, instrumental, ablative, genitive, dative, locative, and vocative.
The historical study of Iranian languages from old to middle and present
times shows that changes have occurred in the types of declension
elements of noun cases and their attributions. For instance, Persian, has
changed the declension markers to complementary elements such as
prepositions. Meanwhile, the Modern Balochi language, classified among
the Northwestern Iranian languages, is significant as it exhibits remnants
of those declension cases. This research has exclusively examined the
markers of noun declension in the locative case through a descriptive
approach. In answer to the question of what are the markers of the locative
case in Modern Balochi and how is their syntactic word order in
collocation with the noun, the findings show that these factors include a
bound morpheme in the form of the suffix -@ and thirteen prepositions and
adverbs as free morphemes. The thirteen simple or compound adpositions
and adverbs which are used before or after the noun, with or without the
suffix -@, depending on the context, are: andar, tah, tok, ma, ma tah, myan,
darmyan, nyam, myanjin, be, lap, Sam, tal. The variety of these suffixes is
mostly the result of the dialectal diversity of the Balochi language, and the
four markers -a, tah, tok, ma are the most widely used.
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Word Order Typology in
Pashto Language

Enayat Rahman Mayar

In this study, the structure of Pashto language is examined from the
perspective of language typology. The purpose of this research is to study the
structure of Pashto language and compare it with the languages of Europe-
Asia as well as world languages. This research is based on the 1992 article by
Dryer and the book Typology of Iranian Languages which examined Iranian
languages based on 24 components of word order. The data for this research
was collected through fieldwork, observation, and interviews with speakers of
Central (relatively standard) Pashto dialects. Dryer categorized world
languages into six geographical regions and examined the introduced
components in the languages of each of these six geographical regions. For
each parameter, except parameter 23, he presented his observations in separate
tables, which indicate the status of that component in the language group of
each of the six world regions. Since Pashto language is associated with the
Europe-Asia geography, components were firstly compared with the
languages of Europe-Asia and subsequently with world languages. The
findings of this research indicate that compared to Europe-Asia languages,
Pashto language with 16 strong final verb components and 15 strong medial
verb components, falls into the category of languages with strong final verb
component. Additionally, compared to world languages, Pashto language
with 15 strong final verb components and 15 strong medial verb component
shows a similar tendency between the categories of strong final verb and
strong medial verb components.
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System of Gender Assignment
in the Abyane’i Dialect
Mohammad Mehdi Esmaili

In this article, an attempt has been made to present a complete description
of the systems of gender assignment in the Abyane’i dialect, based on
Corbett's (2005¢) theoretical framework. This study, which is the result of
the author's fieldwork, indicates that there is no one-to-one correspondence
between gender and biological sex. Furthermore, based on semantic rules,
with a few exceptions, such as kinship nouns and the names of some
domestic animals, the gender of all nouns cannot be determined. Also,
based on the formal rules, the gender of only three categories of nouns is
overtly marked by their form: nouns ending in /-a/ are masculine, while
those ending in /-¢/ or in the unstressed suffix /-a/ are feminine. The
unstressed /-a/ is the most important and frequent feminine marker, as it
also appears in adjectival, pronominal, and verbal agreement. Therefore,
the system of assigning gender to nouns can be considered more formal
than semantic; although in other cases, there is no specific and precise
criterion. Another point concerns the relationship between gender and
number. This means that the singular and plural forms of feminine nouns
that possess a formal marker are completely identical. In other words,
number lacks a clear phonetic manifestation in this group of nouns. The
plural form of masculine nouns with a formal marker is formed by
changing the final vowel of the base from /a/ to /e/.
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About Some Words and
Their Meanings in Zoroastrian Persian Texts

Yalda Shokoohi

The collection of Persian Zoroastrian narratives found in Darab Hormazdyar’s
Rivayat, which is most famous Persian Zoroastrian text in verse and prose,
includes the religious customs and traditions of the Zoroastrians of Iran and India,
as well as moral, historical, and legendary narratives. In this article, three specific
words or terms, ayar, zadmarg and astavan, have been examined in separate
narratives, and an attempt has been made to obtain the reading and meaning of
these words by examining at their function in Pahlavi texts. In the meantime, in
order to properly understand the concept of the narratives, difficult words and
terms of each narrative have also been examined and explained. The meanings
and pronunciations of the mentioned words in Persian dictionaries and various
studies have also been examined, citing evidence from Persian Zoroastrian texts.
In this research, based on the documents referred to in the article, we find that
ayar in the Persian narrative is the same as agar Pahlavi, which has undergone
phonetic change and should be amended to ayar in the narrative by analogy.
Regarding the term zadmarg, according to evidence from Zoroastrian Persian
texts, it is known that it was the place where the deceased was kept before being
transported to the crypt. Concerning the third word, based on the etymology and
evidence of it in Zoroastrian Persian verse texts at the place of thyme, contrary to
what has been documented in Persian dictionaries so far, the pronunciation of
astavan/ astvan seems to be correct. The present study was conducted based on
four copies of Darab Hormazdyar’s Rivayat: the manuscript of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly Library, the manuscript of the National Library of France
in Paris, and the manuscript of the National Library of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, as well as the lithographic copy of Unvala.
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Early New Persian Dialectology: Southern Texts
Milad Bigdeloo

This investigation explores a fundamental aspect of Early New Persian
texts: the identification, classification, and geographical distribution of
dialectal features. It aims to determine the dialectal nature of several
features found within Early New Persian texts demonstrably composed in
southern Iran, or—as the analysis attempts to reveal—likely originating
from this region. To achieve this, two important Early Judaeo-Persian texts
are examined directly: “The Jewish-Persian Law Report from Ahwaz” and
a translation-interpretation of the Book of Jeremiah. Additionally, a verb
form discovered among the Bamiyan Papers is analysed. By incorporating
a broader analysis of various early texts, the study seeks to determine the
dialectal status of several features, including a specific verbal structure and
certain phonetic developments. Furthermore, the study rectifies previous
interpretations of specific words and phrases encountered within these
texts. Finally, the article highlights an often-overlooked factor that
warrants consideration in future research on FEarly New Persian
dialectology.
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A Study of Translation and Its Techniques in the
Khotanese Version of Vajracchedika Prajiaparamita

Mehrdad Derafshi - Mahmoud Jaafari-Dehaghi

Most of the extant Khotanese texts are Buddhist in nature, and the majority
of them are not independent compositions but rather translations of
Mahayana Buddhist siitras from Sanskrit. The Vajracchedika is one of the
earliest texts of the Prajiiaparamita literature in Mahayana Buddhism. It
presents, in the form of a dialogue between the Buddha and his disciple
Subhiiti, a concise exposition of the central teachings of the Perfection of
Wisdom. The core themes of this siitra, as in other Prajiiaparamita texts,
include the negation of self, the principle of emptiness, dharmas, the
characteristics of bodhisattvas, and related concepts. Since the Khotanese
manuscript of this text bears a colophon dated to 941 CE, this date must be
regarded as the latest possible time for its transcription. The siitras held a
highly revered and sacred status among the Mahayana Buddhist
community of Khotan at the time. The sanctity and importance of such
texts made the task of translating them especially demanding for
translators, who were compelled to employ diverse techniques and
strategies to produce a rendering that was both faithful and intelligible to
their audience. This study examines the Khotanese version of the
Vajracchedika with particular attention to the translation methods
employed—such as borrowing, loan translation, and transposition—and
analyzes them within three functional categories: standardization,
clarification, and fidelity to the original text.
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